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deal with Mr. Bradlaugh's case by legislation, and
at the earliest opportunity they introduced a Bill
which gave Members the choice of either swearing
or affirming their allegiance to the Crown.    Before Apm 23.
this measure  came on for   second  reading,  Mr. Affirmation
Bradlaugh,   who   had   hitherto    been    singularlyBlU"
unfortunate in litigation, won two notable victories
in the courts of law.    In the suit brought against
him by a common informer it had been taken for
granted by Mr. Justice Mathew9 and decided, with
some doubt, by the Court of Appeal, that any
one of the public had a right to bring the action.
On this point, and this point alone, Mr. Bradlaugh
took the case up to the House of Lords, which April 9.
decided,  by  a   majority  of  three   to   one,  that:
penalties for  sitting and voting in  either  House-
could only be recovered by the Attorney-General.
The whole proceedings, except so far as they had
vacated Mr, Bradlaugh's seat, were thus set aside,
and Mr. Bradlaugh was relieved of a debt estimated
at forty-five thousand pounds, and certainly enough
to ruin him several times over.1    The argument
was extremely technical, and Mr. Bradlaugh, who
appeared in person, was justly proud of his success
against one of the most brilliant advocates at the
bar.2   But the case did not stop there.    The real
plaintiff in the action was different from the nominal
one.  Mr. Newdegate, Member for North Warwick- -
shire, had signed a bond by which he covenanted gkte?w e"
to indemnify Clarke, a man of straw, against any
expenses which he might incur.   By this ingenious,
and truly Christian, device  Mr. Bradlaugh,  not-
withstanding the enormous liabilities which failure
would bring upon him, was deprived of his right

1  Lord Watson and Lord Fitzgerald, formerly Mr. Justice Fitzgerald
of the Irish Bench, concurred with   the Lord Chancellor in this
judgment.     Lord  Blackburn dissented.    L. K.   Appeal Cases, viii.
354-385.

2  Sir Hardinge Giffard.